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Staff Biographies 

Darden Smith, Founder and Creative Director, is a singer-songwriter, arts entrepreneur and the founder of The 
Be An Artist Program, which seeks to nurture creativity in people of all ages in classrooms, homeless shelters, 
military bases and beyond. His 25-year career as a musician includes more than a dozen critically acclaimed 
albums, weaving together rock, pop, country, folk and Americana influences with the musical roots of his home 
state of Texas. His most recent project, SongwritingWith: Soldiers, evolved after he wrote “Angel Flight,” a 
song honoring U.S. soldiers who have died in combat; the Texas National Guard honored Smith with a Public 
Service Medal for the song. Smith expanded his songwriting workshops to include retreats for veterans and 
active-duty service members from all branches of the U.S. military. Smith was recently named the 2012-2013 
Artist-in-Residence at Oklahoma State University’s Institute for Creativity and Innovation. 

  

Mary Judd, Project Director, specializes in educational programming and organizational communications.  Her 
clients include New York State Department of Economic Development (I LOVE NY); MentorCoach training 
programs; VIA Institute on Character; The HAPPY Movie; LifeQuest Military Transitions; and Discovery 
Retreats. She has studied Positive Psychology with leading researchers from around the world and was a 
discussion facilitator at a United Nations meeting on Happiness and Well-Being. She serves on the editorial 
board for the India Journal of Positive Psychology and PsyInsight magazine. Judd co-founded The Barn School, 
an award-winning sustainable agriculture camp that raises funds for family farms and Heifer International®. 
She earned coaching certifications from Dr. Martin Seligman at the University of Pennsylvania, MentorCoach 
and others. She earned a B.S. in Organizational Communications from the University of Texas at Austin and 
teaching certifications in Speech, English and Spanish. 

  

Judy G. Smith, Partnership Development, served for nearly ten years as Director of the Civilian Aides to the 
Secretary of the Army. She managed and directed the CASA program and provided support to the Secretary for 
public outreach. Smith planned, developed, coordinated, advised and directed special activities and program 
areas, which involved high-level interaction with officials. She served as the Secretary’s principal personal 
point of contact with the White House and Congress on a variety of primary assignments. Prior to this role, 
Smith was executive assistant to the chairman of Enron Power, who became vice chairman of Enron Energy 
Services in 1998. She also worked as executive assistant to the chairman of Enron Corp., responsible for special 
projects and providing full support for the 1991 Economic Summit, the 1992 Republican National Convention, 
Community Partner’s Father of the Year Awards, the Barbara Bush Literacy Awards and the Governor’s 
Business Council. 

 

 
 
 

 


